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Bob Jones University: Underground Art Gallery

Bob Jones University is a private university in Greenville, SC and is home to 

America’s finest collection of religious art; copies of the art are on display. 

Unknown to most people, the original pieces are housed underground in a 

converted bomb shelter along with a lamp that belonged to Abraham from 

the Bible.

Abraham’s Lamp is a part of the BJU logo.

The shelter was built by Greenville residents in 1939 at the outset of WWII, 

eight years before Bob Jones University moved to Greenville. After the move 

to Greenville, Dr. Bob Jones Jr. began to collect art with a budget of $30,000 

a year.

Dr. Jones renovated the shelter and, after displaying the art for several years, he 

moved all of it into the shelter to preserve the pieces and to avoid theft. Also 

housed in the shelter are two large vases, given to the university by Chiang Kai 

Shek shortly after WWII. The copies of these vases are on display at the front of 

the university’s main auditorium.

Abraham’s lamp would be the main attraction of the collection if the shelter were 

to ever be opened for viewing. How long the university has owned it is unknown 

because information on the artifact is scarce. The significance of Abraham is that 

the Bible regards him as “the father of many nations.” He is known in the New 

Testament as a man of great faith in God.
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The entryway to the shelter is found in the Jerusalem Chamber, one of many 

rooms in the University’s library. Each weekday at 11:00 am, the students and 

staff are required to go to a university chapel service. In the Jerusalem Chamber 

there is a fireplace with five small shields mounted on the mantle. At 11:15 am, 

one of the five shields may be removed. The shield is then used as a key inside 

the fireplace. Once unlocked, the fireplace can be moved and workers are able to 

come and go as needed for a period of ten minutes.

A photo of the Jerusalem Chamber. Notice the missing shield above the fireplace.

Students and the vast majority of the staff and faculty at Bob Jones University 

are unaware of the shelter and the originals that are stored in it. How long the 

university plans to continue to use and hide the shelter is unknown.

*This article is not to be used for educational purposes.
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